
HST also provide the following video information:

This film clip, called Hearing Loss Simulator, shows the problem of background noise for a young person or adult with
hearing loss.  
 
The next clip, is called BBC Newsround: Deaf Awareness Week - How I Want You To Talk To Me! This video gives a voice to
the young children themselves about how to get the best out of talking with a young person with deafness – it is a really
positive portrayal of young people, many like the children HST visit and support and the challenges for them. 

Of course, HST's Advisory Service is not just for one week, but for all year round, so here are some of the other things we
and the children we visit are up to. 

The Hearing Support Team (HST) have been contacting schools that they
visit and, alongside the Swindon and North Wiltshire Deaf Children’s
Society, are going to deliver, in September some age appropriate fiction
books (left) which feature deaf characters. For example, they are
intending that one of their students, who is deaf, studying Drama at New
College and hoping to study Drama at University, will be able to make a
video to demonstrate some aspects of Deaf Awareness and this will be
shown on the screens at the College. 

SEND NEWS SPLASH   ISSUE SEVENTY FOUR  FRIDAY 7TH MAY 2021

You will have seen on a previous SEND News Splash newsletter which told you some of the activities run by HST during
Lockdown. They were as creative as could be: with Park visits; not just individual Teams/Zoom calls but a Social group for
those slightly older Year 5 +;  issue of technological devices to work with hearing aids/cochlear implants and issue of lap-tops
(in conjunction with Nationwide). The work HST are doing is all about trying to promote and keep access both educationally
and socially for Swindon’s deaf children and young people (Continued on page two).

Welcome to Deaf Awareness week, 3rd - 9th May 2021!  The Swindon
Hearing Support Team, welcome the opportunity to share with you some
of the work they have been doing with deaf children, young people, their
families and schools during the past few months. Deaf Awareness week
is organized by the UK Council on Deafness and their theme this year is
“Coming Through It Together.”
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Coming Through It Together!

SEND SERVICE CONTACT DETAILS
To speak to a member of SEND service, please call 01793 464641 (telephone lines are open Monday to Thursday 8am - 5pm
and 8am - 4.30pm Friday) or email SENAT@swindon.gov.uk.

https://www.facebook.com/cbeebies/videos/bbc-newsround-deaf-awareness-week-how-i-want-you-to-talk-to-me/658497961655647/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbBZjT7nuoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbBZjT7nuoA
https://www.facebook.com/cbeebies/videos/bbc-newsround-deaf-awareness-week-how-i-want-you-to-talk-to-me/658497961655647/
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/media/34394/send-news-splash-issue-thirty-nine-friday-july-17th-2020-final-version.pdf
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Moving forward, HST hope to re-start the Family Group “Little Steps”
fortnightly at Dorcan Academy so families can gain support from
each other.
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New Participation
Film Library!

For more information, like the web-site links for the HST newsletter
(produced 3 times a year) and how to contact the team please visit
their website here. 

They are looking forward to being able to introduce more face-to-
face training next year for schools and other professionals but will
continue on Teams as well for other professionals who find it easier
to access this way. This year HST were pleased to be invited to the
Early Years Training for the SENCO course and they always welcome
the opportunity to be involved in any way. HST also delivered the
Lunch and Learn session on Tuesday 4th May to Swindon Borough
Council colleagues and a recording is available for Swindon Borough
Council staff.

Obviously, babies carried on being born during Lockdown and it was
great that as Newborn Hearing Screening continued (all babies are
now tested at birth for any degree of hearing loss), referrals started to
come through to the Team. Working with the local Audiology Team at
GWH, one profoundly deaf baby was referred for a cochlear implant
operation at a nearby Auditory Implant Service (this has now
happened). Another child had “Switch on” (the mapping that follows
the cochlear implant operation), and this is where HST's Teacher of
the Deaf work moves into overdrive, supporting the family in
establishing communication and listening.

Coming Through It Together!
(Continued from page one)

A variety of films celebrating good examples of
participation are now available to view on the
Local Offer website, by clicking here. 

The short film clips within this library show the
positive impact of participation and co-production;
providing examples of how working together can
improve services. They show how children, young
people and their families are actively involved in
the development of services at all levels.

We are keen to hear your comments about these
films and would encourage you to view any of
interest before using the links provided to share
your feedback. 

We would also be happy to hear from anyone interested in creating their own good practice film clip to add to this library: to
continue celebrating and sharing what services are doing well with regards to participation across the local area. Please contact
LOCALOFFER@SWINDON.GOV.UK if you would like to find out more. 

https://www.swindon.gov.uk/hearingsupportteam/info/5/news
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/your-voice-landing-and-content-pages/good-practice-participation-films/
mailto:LOCALOFFER@SWINDON.GOV.UK

