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A newsletter for parents/carers
covering all things SEND in

Swindon

Welcome

Welcome to the Christmas edition of our parent carer monthly newsletters,
which has been developed following a request from families. This newsletter will
not be a replacement for or a repeat of the weekly SEND News Splash.

This month's SEND Families News Splash includes:

A Christmas message from the Interim Head of SEND

Local Offer Big Fortnight 2021

SEND Home to School Support with Travel Policy 2023-24 Consultation
Survey.
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Updates on the Local Offer

A Christmas Message

Lisa Savage, the
Interim Head of

SEND

Well what a year! 

At the start of this year we all expected some kind of return to pre-pandemic
life but sadly that was not to be and many of you continue to experience
‘Covid’ disruption, and if  no one has told you lately you are all doing a fantastic
job! 

It has been quite a year within SEND with many positive developments including
the development of this monthly families news splash, something that families
requested. In October we received our OFSTED/CQC re-visit. The purpose of
this was to assess the Local Area’s progress against the 8 areas of
development required following the November 2018 inspection. If  you have not
yet had opportunity to read the inspection report on the Local Offer please do
so. Of course there is much more to do, and whilst inspectors were pleased
with the progress they left us with some thoughts as to how to improve further
and we are currently working on these to ensure that they are integrated into
our SEND & Inclusion Strategy Delivery Plan 2022-2023. The Strategy Delivery
Plan will be published on the Local Offer in the New Year. Please be assured that
Swindon is committed to continued SEND improvement, however this may take
a while for you to feel the impact.

I hope that you and your family have a safe but Merry Christmas and I look
forward to working with you all in 2022.

The Local Offer Big Fortnight 2021

https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/document-library-landing-and-content-pages/send-local-area-inspection/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2021-12-22


Due to the success of last year's Local Offer Online Roadshow 2020, the f irst
Local Offer event to be held fully online, and safety issues around having a
public gathering, the Local Offer Big Fortnight 2021 was again held as a fully
online event.

A series of online focus groups, workshops, presentations and webinars were
held on the Microsoft Teams platform from Monday 15th November to 26th
November 2021.

The event was designed to share the information and services that are
available in and around Swindon for our children & young people with SEND and
their families. The event also provided the opportunity for parents and
carers to talk to professional leads about a wide range of topics available
during the two week event.

The event was attended by 205 people who signed up for one or more of the
24 sessions at the LOBF2021. This translates to 320 total bookings across the
fortnight of sessions.

The top three sessions with the most bookings overall were: 

1. Helping you to help your child manage anxieties/worries, which had 58
attendees over the two sessions that it was held.

2. The NDC Pathway Q&A, which had 42 attendees over the two sessions
that it was held

3. Practical strategies and approaches to promote school attendance,
which had 24 attendees in the one session that was held. 

Feedback and data from the event are currently being analysed and put in a
report which will be available on the Local Offer in early 2022.



To see all the presentations from this year's event please go on the Swindon
Local Offer - Local Offer Big Fortnight 2021 presentations page.

The SEND Home to School Travel
Policy 2023-2024 consultation is now
LIVE!

Our Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Home to School Support
with Travel Assistance Policy describes the availability of travel options for
children and young people with special educational needs and / or disability
who live in Swindon and we review it every year.

We are proposing to make some changes to the 2023-2024 policy which
relates to home to school travel options. The proposed amendments are
detailed within the consultation survey and on the consultation page of the
Swindon Borough Council Website or by visiting The SEND Local Offer.

To ensure the effective and eff icient delivery of home to school travel options
in 2023-2024, we want to hear your views.

To respond to the consultation, please visit the SEND Home to School Support
with Travel Policy 2023-24 Consultation Survey. The consultation is live from
Monday 6th December 2021 to Friday 7th January 2022.

https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/children-services/content-pages/events/local-offer-big-fortnight-2021-presentations/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2021-12-22
https://jobs.swindon.gov.uk/directory_record/1747/casual_passenger_assistants?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2021-12-22
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20019/consultations_engagement_and_surveys/1228/send_home_to_school_support_with_travel_policy_consultation_2023-2024?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2021-12-22
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/travel-landing-and-content-pages/swindon-transport-policy/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2021-12-22
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SENDTravelConsultation/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2021-12-22


Updates this month on the SEND Local
Offer

The Local Offer is being updated all the time, it can be quite hard to know what
information is on the Local Offer from week to week.

Here is an update on what is new and updated on the Local Offer this month.

Aiming High Fact Sheet - The Aiming High Team provides opportunities
for children and young people with disabilities to enjoy a range of social
and leisure activities outside of school hours. This fact sheet provides all
the information you need to know about the service, what if  provides and
who is eligible for the service. To f ind out more go to the Aiming High
page on the Local Offer. 

Live Well Information update -  Updates to two programmes. Football
Fans in Training which is a free course run by Swindon Town Football Club
and Healthy Families which encourages weight management through
healthy eating and physical activity.  For more information visit the diet
and exercise: f irst steps for getting help page on the Local Offer.

Helpful links

https://swindon.mylifeportal.co.uk/media/36113/ah-factsheet-november-2021.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2021-12-22
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/leisure-landing-and-content-page/aiming-high-short-breaks-for-disabled-children/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2021-12-22
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/health-landing-pages-and-content-pages/health-needs/diet-and-exercise/diet-and-exercise-first-steps-for-getting-help/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2021-12-22
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